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This package transmits three documents (a letter, a Federal Register Typesetting Request Form and a
Federal Register Notice) pertaining to the Region's determination to publish it's intent of approval of
Puerto Rico's primacy application for the rules described below.

1. Five Technical Corrections/Amendments to various Analytical Method Federal Register Notices
that were promulgated prior to the '96 SDWA Amendments.

2. Primacy Revisions Rule (Including Administrative Penalty Authority, PWSS Definition and
Emergency Plan) - On April 28, 1998, the EPA published the final Primacy Revisions for
Administrative Penalty Authority, Emergency Plan and PWS Definition Change (Primacy Revisions).
This rule codifies certain changes, as modified by Section 1413 of the Safe Drinking Water Act
(SDWA) Amendments, in order for States to obtain and/or retain primacy.

3. Variance and Exemptions Rule - On August 14, 1998, the EPA published revised final regulations
regarding Safe Drinking Water Act variances and exemptions based on the 1996 Safe Drinking Water
Act Amendments. This rule revised the previously existing language and provided regulatory relief to
small systems via small system variances.

4. Consumer Confidence Reports Rule - On August 19, 1998, the EPA published the final Consumer
Confidence Report Rule (CCR). This rule amends the National Primary Drinking Water Regulations,
40 CFR Part 141 and the regulations for implementation of the National Primary Drinking Water
Regulations, 40 CFR Part 142. Technical Corrections to this Rule were published separately on
December 16,1998, June 29,1999, and September 14,1999.

5. Disinfectants/Disinfection Byproducts and Interim Enhanced Surface Water Treatment Rule - On
December 16, 1998, the EPA published the final Interim Enhanced Surface Water Treatment Rule
(IESWTR) and the Stage 1 DisinfectantslDisinfection Byproducts Rule (Stage 1 DBPR). These rules
amend the National Primary Drinking Water Regulations, 40 CFR Part 141 and the regulations for
implementation of the National Primary Drinking Water Regulations, 40 CFR Part 142.

6. Suspension of Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Requirements for Small Systems - On January
8, 1999, the EPA suspended small system compliance with the existing Unregulated Contaminant
Monitoring Rule (UCMR). On September 17,1999, EPA published the final Revisions to the UCMR
which replaces the existing UCMR requirements, effective January 1,2001. The revised UCMR is not
required to be adopted by States (EPA retains primacy). Therefore, States must delete their existing
UCMR rules to avoid overlapping requirements.

7. Analytical Methods for Chemical and Microbiological Contaminants and Revisions to Laboratory
Certification Requirements - On December 1, 1999, the EPA published the final Analytical Methods for
Chemical and Microbiological Contaminants andRevisions to Laboratory Certification Requirements.
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This rule approves the use of updated versions of92 analytical methods for compliance determinations
of chemical and microbiological contaminants in drinking water and withdraws approval of the previous
versions of the 13 EPA methods included in the 92. The rule also contains approvals for a number of
new methods and other technical changes to Laboratory Certification Requirements.

Changes made to EPA Primacy Process:

The April 28, 1998 revisions to the Primacy Rule extended the time allowed for States to adopt new
Federal Regulations from 18 months to 2 years. Puerto Rico requested, and was granted, an extension
allowing an additional 2 years for submittal of a complete and final primacy revision application. A
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was signed by the Secretary of Health on April 19, 2001 and by
Region 2 on June 15,2001. PRDOH, based on this MOU, has, in actuality, implemented the
requirements of these rules, including ensuring CCRs have been provided as required, and that
applicable systems are complying with the requirements of the MDBP regulations.

EPA's determination to approve PRDOH primacy revisions:

The attached documents are to provide public notice in the Federal Register and a newspaper of general
circulation that EPA has determined that the submittal meets all requirements of the primacy revision
process, according to the authority in Section 1413 of the SDWA and the requirements ofCFR 142.10,
142.12(d) and 142.13.

As indicated in the December 18, 2002 approval memo from OGWDW (see attached), minor comments
on the submittal were noted to PRDOH. Response to these comments has been provided to DWS and
the issues have been resolved.

We recommend approval of Puerto Rico's primacy application.

The above referenced documents should be returned to Bruce Kiselica, Chief, DWS after your signature.

If you have any questions, please call me at (212) 637-3724.

Attachment


